
know how to articulate their own opinions  — and 
listen attentively to others. 

We insist on high standards of behaviour, creating 
a calm, ordered environment for learning, and our 
uniform encourages pupils to take pride in a smart 
appearance. We encourage a culture of courtesy and 
mutual respect, and our small size creates an inclusive 
atmosphere where there is room for every child to 
find their place. 

One visiting parent described the IGS atmosphere 
as “quiet, happy busyness”. We want every child — 
whatever their ability — to strive to do their best, and 
frequently experience the satisfaction of mastering 
difficult things. 

If you believe, as we do, that what matters in education 
is exceptional teaching, backed up by strong values 
and high standards of behaviour, we think you will 
find what you are looking for at IGS.

Independent, affordable education
At IGS, we offer a high-quality independent education at an affordable cost.

Our approach is simple. We invest in what matters. 
We have exceptional teachers who love being in the 
classroom.

IGS represents a model of independent education 
that is new to the UK, but familiar in many other 
parts of the world. 

Currently, independent education is out of reach for 
all but the wealthiest parents; for most, there is no 
alternative but to accept a place at the local school, 
even if they are unhappy with it. 

IGS offers another option: independent, affordable 
education. Our vision is backed up by extensive 
research carried out at Newcastle University by 
Professor James Tooley, one of our co-founders, and 
we believe there is real demand among parents for 
what we are offering. 

We keep our fees low by focusing on high-
quality teaching and a 
rich curriculum. Our 
swimming lessons and 
forest school adventures 

School life
A typical IGS day begins with everyone together for assembly. 
Maths and English are the focus of our mornings, with plenty 
of free play time built in for our younger pupils. 

Each child has an opportunity to read aloud to a teacher most days. 

Our afternoons are dedicated to topic work, sport, art and music. As 
children progress through the school they’ll have opportunities to 
study subjects such as French, Latin and Classics. 

Rich curriculum

We use the best of the national curriculum, but we add our own 
distinctive flavour to it, also drawing heavily on the Core Knowledge 
Curriculum (www.coreknowledge.org.uk) now in use at many leading 
schools around the country. 

All our pupils, from the very youngest, learn poetry and nursery 
rhymes. They discover the fascinating history of our democracy, 
encounter classical music and fine art, and explore scientific concepts 
through hands-on discovery.

Varied programme

Our termly programme is peppered with exciting outings, including 
forest school days, historic sites and cultural events. Many children 
join our after-school clubs — popular examples include STEM Club, 
Chess Club, Gardening Club, and British Sign Language Club.

Staying in touch

Every child has a home/school diary which lives in their reading bag 
and provides an effective means of communication between parents 
and teachers. In addition, informal conversations before and after 
school, along with parents’ evenings and reports, ensure our parents 
never feel ‘out of the loop’ when it comes to their child’s progress and 
wellbeing at school. 

take place off-site. We don’t maintain our own rugby 
pitches or run skiing trips. 

But we know that many parents aren’t looking for 
this. They simply want to give their children a solid 
education in an environment where they feel happy 
and confident. That’s what we aim to do. 

We are small, which means our pupils benefit 
enormously from the individual attention they receive 
from teachers. Parents often notice that this results in 
an acceleration of their child’s progress, particularly 
in reading. 

Our traditional curriculum gives children a firm 
grounding in a diverse range of subjects that inspire 
and engage them, equipping them with a rich 
understanding of the world in which they live. 

We describe our approach as “stretch, enjoyment, and 
academic rigour”, and we aim to produce informed, 

independent thinkers who 

“ [Our child] is thriving in a school with such 
great pastoral care.

“Pupils’ self-confidence grows in this caring 
school.”

“…pupils make good progress with their early 
reading skills…”

“Older pupils’ comprehension skills and vocabu-
lary development is strong.”

Ofsted report,  2019

What Ofsted says:

Visits and taster days
We welcome visits from prospective parents. Please 
contact the school to arrange an appointment with the 
Principal (principal@igsdurham.com). 

Your child is also very welcome to come for a free ‘taster 
day’ at the school to help you decide if IGS is right for 
them.

Find out more about our school at 
www.IGSDurham.com

“Moving to IGS felt like a big decision. 
The reality has far exceeded our 
expectations — we couldn’t be happier.

What our parents say:
100% would “enthusiastically” recommend us to 

other parents.

100% had never encountered, nor heard of, any 
bullying at IGS: Durham.

100% described the teaching at IGS as “excellent”.

Internal parent survey,  March 2019


